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Abstract of the Talk 

The phrase by the Ancient Mariner captures the essence of data needed for 
Computational Linguistics research aptly.  Thanks to the Internet, natural language data 
are readily available in the media & Internet, but in a highly unstructured form, with a 
widely varying quality. In this talk, we outline the current statistical and machine learning 
based approaches in Computational Linguistics research, and underscore the critical need 
for data to support such research.  We’ll discuss some simple problems to show the 
effectiveness of such approaches.  However, these approaches critically depend on large 
amounts of appropriate linguistics data, making such research possible only in a handful 
of languages of the world.  While the natural language data are available in large 
quantities, they needs to be "structured" to glean useful information from them.   

We present two broad approaches in structuring the data, namely, mining the web and 
involving internet users to provide data.  Mining the web data addresses mining 
multilingual news stories the gets produced by news organizations on the same timeline 
for useful information.  Engaging the Internet population in providing data may be useful 
in specific tasks and domains, paralleling the successes of community contributed efforts 
like Wikipedia. We discuss our experiences in implementing such approaches for 
creating linguistic data. 
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